
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS OF THE REPUBLIC OF SERBIA
DIRECTORATE FOR PROTOCOL

MIN1STRY OF AGRICULTURE AND ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION

Belgrade, April P' 2015

The Embassy would appreciate a swift answer of the esteemed Ministry to the request
of the Romanian authorities.

The Embassy of Romania to the Republic of Serbia presents its compliments to the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Serbia, Directorate tor Protocol, and the
Ministry of Agriculture and Environmental Protection of the Republic of Serbia, and has the
honour to convey, in attachment, the letter addressed by H.E. Mrs. Gratiela Leocadia
Gavrilescu, Minister of Environment, Waters and Forests of Romania, to H.E. Mrs. Snezana
Bogosavljevic Boskovic, Minister of Agriculture and Environmental Protection of the
Republic of Serbia, regarding Romania's request to be notified by the Serbian side, in
accordance with article 3 of the Convention on Environmental Impact Assessment in a
Transboundary Context (Espoo Convention), on the construction of a new production unit
(Block 3) within the thermoelectric plant Kostolac B and the expansion of lignite pit at
Drmno, both projects located in the vicinity of the border with Romania.
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Gratiela Leocadia GAVRILESCU

On this occasion, I express my willingness to continue the fruitful cooperation and please
accept, Ms.Minister, the assuranceof my highest consideration.

Since these types of projects are listed in Annex I, paragraph 2 and 14, respectively, of the
Convention on Environmental Impact Assessmentin a Transboundary Context adopted in Espoo
on 25 February 1991. and taking into consideration a possible significant adverse transboundary
environmental impact, Romaniawishes to be notified by Serbia, in accordance with article 3
of the EspooConvention, in relation to these projects.

At the same time, please note that Romania is informed of the intention of Serbia to start the
projects of building a new production unit of 350 MW at the power plant based on lignite
Kostolac B and the expansion of lignite pit at Drmno, both projects located in the north-eastern
Serbia, by the River Danube, close to the border with Romania.

First, we want to reaffirm Romania'sappreciation and desire to continue good relations with
Serbia, especially on transboundary cooperation plans and programs, in which special attention
was paid to environmental issuesin the interest of both countries.

Dear Ms. Minister,

Ref: planned construction of a new lignite power plant at Kostolacand the expansion of lignite
pit at Drmno, both projects being located in north-eastern Serbia, by the River Danube,close
to the border with Romania.

Ministry of Agriculture and Environmental Protection, Republic of Serbia

To: Ms. Snezana Bogosavtjevic BOSKOVIC,Minister

Cabinet of the Minister
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,lJ,ocTaRHTH:
-Hacnosy
-APXHBH

Carnacua: Mp Craua 6Q)I(OBI~1i
,lJ,p)l(aBIIHcexpcrap

Ofipanana: Mp Cafiana ViBaHOBl1h~

CarJlUCaH: Anexcaunap BCCHli i1l_
1l0MohHI1K MHliHCTpa ~ V \.../ ,lJ,P)f(A SHM CEKPET AP

no peWCII,y0 oOJlaWhetbY
6p. 119-01-13/2/2.015-09 M 12.01.2015.. ')'

Ilpodi . .np 30pall P~jHh

MOJlHMO na MHIiHCTpy )I<HBOTlte cpenuue, BO)(a H uryva PYMYHHje, Mrs.Gratieli
Leocadia Gavrilescu 1l0CTaBHTC nHCMO MHHHcTpa norsonpnspene H saurrnre )f{HBOTHe
cpennue Peny6J1HKcCpfiaje, Ilporp. np Cnexcaue Borocaun.eeab-bouncoaah.

MHHHCTapCTBO norsonpaepenc 11 3aLUTI1TC )«I1S0THC CPCIlI1HC Peny6J1HKe Cpfiaje, je
upanpcaano Onrosop Ha acnae .[(OCl<lBJbeHO.L(crpaue MHHHcTapcTsa )f{HBOTHe cpennae,
sona 11uryva PYM),HHje, 1l0cPC.o.cTBOMAM6ac,:,ue P)'MYIIHje Y Pcny6J1HUI1 Cp6HjH - 6p. 528
0.0. 01.04.2015. rOIlI1He, Ha cpncxov H CHrJleCl<OMje311KY, a Be3aHOsa nnaaapauy usrpane.y
HOBOI' TepMO 6J10Ka Y KOeTOJJ~)' H npourapeu.e nospWHHCKOI' xona .[{pMHO, Y cxnany ca
06aBeJaMa «oje "p0I13J1a3e 113 Ecnoo xouueauaje - The Law on Ratification of the
Convention on Environmental Impact Assessment in a Transboundary Context ("Offieial
Gazette of the Republic of Serbia" , No. 102/07).

nOWTOSaHI1,

BC3a: .uOIIHC 6poj 337-00-123/2015-17 on 09.04.20 15.rollHHe

Ilpenaer: Ofiaucurrea,e Y l3e3H ca nepfianuoa HOTOM 6p. 528 .llOCTaBJbCHeon erpaue
MHHHcTpa )l(I1BOTIICCPCIlI1HC,Rona H WYMa PYMYHHje, Mrs.Gratieli Leocadia
Gavrilescu, nocpencrnoa AM6aea,L'(ePYMYHHje Y Penyfinau» Cp6HjH

KHC3a Manoura 24-26
I I 000 Beorpan

MHHMCTAPCT130 CflOJ1HHX nOCJIOBA
Ka6HHeT MI1HHCTpa

Pcnytinmea Cp611ja
MlIHHCTAPCTBO nOJbOIlPMUP.:,UE
113AllITMTE IKltBOTHE CP.:,l.1;MIIE

bpoj: 337-00-00123/2015-17
,lJ,aTYM:19.05.2014.ro,aI1He

Hestau.aaa 22-26
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- a decision on defining the scope and content of the Environmental Impact Assessment
Study (171h May 2013)

In the period between October 2013 and December 2013 the competent authority
conducted an environmental impact assessment procedure for the concerned project, which
included:

It is envisaged that the thermal power plant (TPP) will use coal-lignite of 7.240 kJ/kg
energy value, from the existing pit Drmno and that its annual consumption would be
3.300.000 tons. The project construction activities have not started because the process of
obtaining relevant permits and approvals has not been finished yet.

Hereby we would like to confirm that a location around the existing thermal power
plant Kostolac is planned for construction of the new block 83 of 350 MW, which is in
accordance with the Spatial Plan of the Republic of Serbia and the Energy Development
Strategy of the Republic of Serbia by 2025, with projections of the impact on environment by
2030. The new thermal block is planned to be built on the right bank of river Danube at a
distance of 5 krn, and 19km air distance from the Romanian border.

I welcome the expressed desire and determination on your part to continue good
neighbourly relations and transboundary cooperation plans and programs in the field of
environmental protection in the interest of both countries.

Dear Madam Minister,

Ref. Response to the letter addressed by H.E. Mrs. Gratiela Leocadia Gavrilescu, Minister of
Environment, Waters and Forests of Romania, conveyed through the Arnbassy of Romania in
the Republic of Serbia - No. 528 dated 1stApril 2015, concerning the planned construction of
a new lignite power plant block in Kostolac and the expansion of lignite pit at Drmno,

To: Mrs. Graticla Leocadia Gavrilescu, Minister of Environment, Waters and Forests,
Romania

From: The Republic of Serbia, Ministry of Agriculture and Environmental Protection,
Cabinet of the Minister

6poj/No: 337-00- t 23/2015-17
,lJ.aTYM/Date:29.ApriI2015.

Peny6J1HKaCp6Hja Republic of Serbia
MHIIHcTapcTBonorsonpuepenc Ministry of Agriculture
H3aWTHTe)l(HI30THecpenauc and Environmental Protection

Heuan.naa 22-26 22-26, Nemanjina Str.
I 1000 Bcorpan I t 000 Belgrade

____ --..9?~Hja . .__S_e_rb_i_a _
Tel: +381 (0)11 2607960 • Fax: +381 (0) II 2607961
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The proceedings before the Administrative Court or the Republic of Serbia IS In
progress. In accordance with the decision made by the Administrative Court, the authority in
charge of the EIA procedure will repeat the EIA procedure (or certain part of it depending on
the nature of the Administrative Court's decision) and will send to you, in line with Article 3
of the Convention on Environmental Impact Assessment in a Transboundary Context (Espoo
Convention) a notification for the project of constructing thermal block 83 in Kostolac while

After reviewing the documentation and publishing the Decision, NGO filed an appeal
to the Administrative Court based on a elaim of incomplete implementation of procedure and
non-compliance with provisions of the Convention on Environmental Impact Assessment in a
Transboundary Context, i.e. claiming that the competent authority had not informed the
neighboring countries in this case Romania, where a transboundary impact of the project
could take place, during the decision-making process.

This will all contribute to raising the efficiency of the existing power plant, which
includes the reduction of air, water and soil pollution. The ElA procedure was completed in
accordance with the national law through the adoption of a Decision on approval for the EIA
Study for the construction of Block B3 within TPP "Kostolac B", at the end of December
2013.

The Republic of Serbia, which ratified the Espoo Convention, did not apply
provisions of that Convention in case of the concerned project. Thermal power plant projects
are included in the Annex to the Convention, but in this case we are not talking about
constructing a new thermal power plant with all accompanying technical-technological
segments constituting one whole, but of installing a new block within the existing thermal
power plant Kostolac B whose blocks have been operating since 1987 and 1991.
The concerned plant design matches contemporary standards of environmental protection, the
LCP and IE Directives, as well as:
IPPC - Best Availablc Techniques Reference Document (BREF) for Large Combustion
Plants, July 2006;
IPPC - BREF for Energy Efficiency, February 2009;
IPPC - BREF for General Principles of Monitoring, July 2003;

During the procedure all competent authorities and the public received relevant
information through the media and website of the competent authority. The public and
relevant stakeholders delivered their comments either during public consultation or in
writing. The representatives of local government and non-governmental organizations were
particularly active, and received teed back on the process of decision-making regarding the
approval of the Study and acceptance of comments that were later incorporated into a revised
Study.

We particularly emphasize that the expansion of the lignite pit Drmno was not
included in the above mentioned EIA Study for the construction of thermal block B3. The
expansion of the lignite pit Drmno is a separate project requiring permit and approval
procedures to be conducted in accordance with appropriate regulations, separately from the
concerned project which refers solely to the construction of thermal block 83.

- a decision on approval for the Environmental Impact Assessment Study (30lh December
2013)
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MINISTER ()..rd;:'. OW:_l{] jJ f.t
Snezana'1ro..gt,saVljevlc Bo~kovic, PhD

Sincerely,

All the above mentioned information were communicated to the Espoo Convention
Implementation Committee.

fully adhering to the time frame provided for In the national legislation and the Espoo
Convention.
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